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stage Shakespeare has been constantly acted since the
beginning of the century, and has engaged the services
of some of the greatest actors, as Schroeder, the two
Devrients, and Barnay. At present a large number of his
plays are performed annually, in the smaller as well as
the larger cities, and more frequently than in Britain
or America. Twenty-six of the plays were acted in
1911, Othello leading with 158 performances- For the
years 1909, 1910, 1911, Hamlet, Othello, The Merchant
of Venice have been the favorites, with The Taming of
the Shrew and A Midsummer-Nighfs Dream the most-
popular of the comedies. For over a century Shake-
speare has profoundly influenced German life and let-
ters. Rarely, if ever, has a great people been so power-
fully affected by a writer in a foreign tongue.

In France, during the eighteenth century, Shake-
speare's reputation was both aided and hindered by
Voltaire. Though there are a few earlier notices of
the English dramatist, Voltaire, after his visit to Eng-
land, 1720-1729, was virtually the first to win atten-
tion for Shakespeare. He admired Shakespeare,
acknowledged his influence, but deplored his deficien-
cies in taste and art, "le Corneille de Londres, grand
fou d'ailleurs, mais il a des morceaux admirables."
Voltaire's criticism provoked replies in England and a
defense from Diderot, who shared with Lessing the
effort to emancipate the drama from some of its neo-
classical restriction. Translations of twelve plays by
La Place (1745-1748) and all of the plays by Le Tour-